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nothing of positive value. It is supposed that the
idea of the world's unexplored vastness came to
Columbus, after years of prolonged study, some'
time in the year 1474.

At once he formed the resolve to devote his life
to the discovery of those parts of the world
which were still unknown. It says much for the
patriotism of the man that he first offered his na-
tive town the opportunity of turning his talents
to account. But the Genoese Senate would have
nought to do with the mad idea. A sure five per
cent seemed to those worthies far more desirable
than the 'chance of boundless wealth and the
prospect of immortal renown. On getting his an-
swer, Columbus made for Portugal and laid his
project before King John. The monarch was so
struck with the plan that he conceived the idea
of reaping all the profit and winning all the glory
of its realisation for himself. In secret he dis'
patched a frigate on the quest, but "after a very
short time the caravel returned to Lisbon, for the
sailors quickly lost heart in the enterprise." No,
no, friend John, Nature cannot be so cheated; the
plan without the planner is worthless; without a
Columbus the New World is not discoverable.
On finding himself deceived, Columbus sent his
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